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the duty of the United Nations to remain united/'
It is common sense to say that, even as the date for the independence of the Philippiness has convinced the Filipinos of America's sincerity, so a date set for India's independence would convince the Indians of England's sincerity. Why then has the date not yet been set, and who opposed it? We read in John T. Whitaker's We Cannot Escape History, the illuminating account. "A group in the cabinet decided to flush his [Churchill's] hand and force immediate action. As one of the men in that session later expressed it, 'Mr. Amery had finished his suggestion that we should promise India dominion status at a fixed period after the defeat of Hitler. Other members of the government were prepared to support his initiative. Before they could speak, Mr. Churchill let out a roar like a wounded lion. The room was cleared as swiftly as if there had been a lion among us in very truth, As yet the subject has not been raised again.' " (p. 243)
That is why we are confused. The issue of empire versus freedom cannot and may not be evaded, though Churchill took care to talk of "winning the war first" and evade it as best he could before the tide turned. He knows at least what he stands for, and says so, and President Roosevelt does not know what to do, or whether it would be the wise thing to contradict him now. So long as Roosevelt keeps silent on the issue of freedom versus empire and avoids a verbal tilt with his friend, the world must remain confused about our war aims. Know the Old Guard, and forget that he wears a bowler; in other times and in Austria, he might have worn a moustache. Forget that he is English, or that, as the New York Times described him ("Review of the Week,1* March 28, 1943), he has been "for the past two decades a Tory of Tories/* or as Harold Callender said in the same issue, that he is "a sincere imperialist of the romantic Kipling era/' The